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The Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs of Asian 
Parliamentary Assembly was held on 13- 14 February 2019 in Bangkok, the 
Kingdom of Thailand. Parliamentary delegations from following member 
countries participated in the meeting: 

Bahrain, Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 
Kiribati, Kuwait, Lao PDR, Maldives, Mongolia, Pakistan, Palestine, 
Russia, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, UAE and Vietnam. (Attachment I).  

    Advisory council member of Qatar attended the meeting as observer. 
 
Inaugural Ceremony:  

 
After playing National Anthem of Kingdom of Thailand, H.E. Gen. Nipat 
Thonglek, Member of the Thai National Legislative Assembly and 
Chairperson of the Steering Committee on hosting the Meeting delivered his 
welcoming remarks. (Attachment II). 
H.E. Mohammad Reza Majidi, APA Secretary General took the floor and 
delivered his remarks. (Attachment III). 
The Representative of APA President, Mrs. Asuman Erdogan also addressed 
the audience. (Attachment IV). 
Finally, H.E. Prof. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai, President of the Thai National 
Legislative Assembly presented his opening and welcoming remarks. 
(Attachments V) 
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1. Adoption of the Agenda: 
The Draft Agenda of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs   
was adopted unanimously by the Member Parliaments. Agenda and Program 
of Work (Attachments VI). 
 
2. Election of the Bureau: 
The following members of the Buresau were unanimously elected: 
H.E. Gen. Nipat Thonglek, member of the Thai National Legislative 
Assembly as chairperson, 
H.E. Mrs. Asuman Erdogan head of parliamentary delegation of Turkey, as 
Vice-chair 
H.E. Mr. Bukhchuluun, PUREVDORJ, head of parliamentary delegation of 
Mongolia, as Rapporteur. 
 
3. Opening remarks by Chairperson: 
The chairperson presented his opening remarks. 
 
 
 
4. Report of Secretary-General: 
APA Secretary-General Reported on implementation of the present Draft 
Resolutions and consideration of proposals to be presented by Member 
Parliaments. (Attachment VII). 

 
5. The meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians: 
Based on APA /Res/2014/16 to establish Special Committee of APA women 
parliamentarians under the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural 
Affairs, the meeting was opened by H.E. Gen. Nipat Thonglek.  
The following member parliaments spoke on the agenda item and presented 
their views: Thailand, Iran, Pakistan, Palestine, Iraq, Kuwait, Bahrain, Jordan, 
Russia and Indonesia. 

 
6. Consideration and discussion on New Draft Resolutions: 
The Chairman informed the delegations that the following new draft 
resolutions are presented by the Thai delegation:  

• Draft resolution on the Promotion of Quality Child and Youth 
Development for Sustainable Society in Asia,  

• Draft resolution on Ageing Society in Asia. 
 

He also stated that the delegation of Kuwait has offered the draft resolution on 
Building the Asian Individual. The title of this resolution was later changed to: 
“Human Development in Asia” with the consent of the Kuwaiti delegation. 
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The Thai and Kuwait members of the parliaments presented the concepts 
behind each three resolutions. The Chairman asked the Committee to adopt 
these new draft resolutions in principal and defer its discussion to the future 
meeting. The Chairman stated that, as a standard procedure, the amendments 
by delegations who have not attended the meeting will not be discussed. 

  
7. Consideration and recommendation of Draft Resolutions: 
The following ten draft resolutions were discussed in detail, incorporating the 
amendments by member parliaments and were unanimously adopted:  

• Draft Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural 
Diversity and Protect Cultural Heritage in Asia, 

• Draft Resolution on Asian Integration through Information and 
Communication Technology, 

• Draft Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity  in Asia, 
• Draft Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of 

Migrant Workers in Asia, 
• Draft Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians Against Corruption 
• Draft Resolution on APA Women Parliamentarians, 
• Draft Resolution on Promoting Inter- Faith Dialogue and Harmony 

among World Religions, 
• Draft Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in 

Combating the Smuggling of Cultural Items in Asia, 
• Draft Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating Illicit 

Drug Trafficking in Asia, 
• Draft Resolution on Humanitarian Aid to Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and 

Myanmar on the Verge of the Humanitarian Catastrophe. 
 

The Committee requested the Secretariat to inform the member parliaments 
one and a half month prior to the date of the meeting for submission of their 
recommendations and amendments to the draft resolutions. The Secretariat is 
requested to incorporate the amendments and upload the final version of the 
draft resolutions within one week of the above-mentioned deadline.  
 
On Draft Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant 
Workers in Asia, a few delegates disassociated themselves from the preamble 
paragraph 5. 
 
A few delegations addressed the titles of the following draft resolutions and 
argued that their wordings should be amended. The representative of the 
Secretariat stated that such titles are endorsed by the APA General Assembly 
and any alteration has to be done through their consent. 

• Draft resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of 
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Migrant Workers in Asia, 
• Draft Resolution on Promoting Inter- Faith Dialogue and Harmony 

among World Religions, 
• Draft resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating 

the Smuggling of Cultural Items in Asia. 
 

The member of the delegation of Iraq informed the Committee of the readiness 
of the Iraqi parliament to host the upcoming meeting of the Standing 
Committee on Staff and Financial Regulations during month of April 2019 in 
Baghdad, and invited APA member parliaments to attend this meeting. 
 
The Head of Russian parliamentary delegation also expressed the readiness of 
the Russian Duma to host the Standing Committee on Economic and 
Sustainable Development during month of July 2019 in Moscow. 
 
 

__________________ 
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Attachment I
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Attachment II
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Attachment III
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Attachment IV
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Attachment V
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Attachment VI 
 

 
APA Standing Committee Meeting on  

Social and Cultural Affairs 
 

12 – 15 February 2019  
Bangkok – Kingdom of Thailand   

 

Draft Agenda 
 

1- Adoption of the Agenda  
2- Election of the Bureau 
3- Opening Remarks by Chairperson 
4- Report of APA Secretary General  
5-   The Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians  
6- Consideration and discussion on new Draft Resolutions: 

• Draft Resolution on the Promotion of Quality Child and Youth Development for 
Sustainable Society in Asia, 

• Draft Resolution on Ageing Society in Asia, 
• Draft Resolution on Building the Asian Individual 

7- Consideration and recommendation of following Draft Resolutions:  
• Draft Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and 

Protect Cultural Heritage in Asia, 

• Draft Resolution on Asian Integration through Information and Communication 
Technology, 

• Draft Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity  in Asia, 
• Draft Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in 

Asia, 
• Draft Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians Against Corruption 

• Draft Resolution on APA Women Parliamentarians, 
• Draft Resolution on Promoting Inter- Faith Dialogue and Harmony among World 

Religions, 
• Draft Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating the 

Smuggling of Cultural Items in Asia, 

• Draft Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking in 
Asia, 

• Draft Resolution on Humanitarian Aid to Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and Myanmar on the 
Verge of the Humanitarian Catastrophe 

8-  Any other matters. 
 
As of 8 February 2019    
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Attachment VII
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